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A BLUEPRINT NEEDS TO BE DRAWN CONTINUOUSLY
THOUGHTS ON URBAN DESIGN OF TIANFU NEW AREA
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Text/KUANG Xiaoming[Chief Editor of Urban China]
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Integration and Publicity Are Key Words

Text/ WU Chengzhao Edit/ DING XinyilUCRC] Translate /QIN Qiyu

At present, the city's construction brand with the
highest landscaping standards in Chinais the Na-
tional Ecological Garden City. Compared with the
previous ‘Garden City’ , it has increased the rele-
vant indicators for measuring ecological protec-
tion, ecological construction and restoration level,
and paid more attention to the quality of the urban
ecological environment. But now, affiliated green
space of workplace and protection green space of
historical buildings within the city are semi-public.
Especially in the old city area of Chengdu, many
historical protected buildings are comprehensive
courtyard buildings which combine residential
place, ancestral hall and garden. Separated by a
wall, public space becomes semi-private, and the
use of public space is limited. The biggest differ-
ence between Park City and the concepts of the
city proposed in the past is publicity. Academician
Wu Zhigiang once explained the meaning of ‘Park
City’: ‘Public’ represents publicity, correspond-
ing to the function of public communication and
the public facilities should be open to the public;
‘garden’ refers to various recreational areas, cor-
responding to the ecosystem; 'city" corresponds)
to human habitation and life; 'city’ implies to in-
dustrial economic activities. It emphasis ecology,
culture, mindset and form, described as ‘four path-
waysin one'; material production, spiritual produc-
tion, cultural production and healthy production
are known as ‘four productions in one’; ‘public
and combination’ concentrate on the integration
of ecology, life and production under the public
base, which makes the city a complete living body
and forms an effective institutional mechanism to

ensure the operation.

INTEGRATE THE CONCEPT OF ECOL OG-
CAL CORRIDOR

From the perspective of human civilization and
urban history, the city has always been the center
of human civilization and its most important value
was living. After the 1830s, industrial and social

diseases were rampant in the UK. At that time, cit-

086.indd  238-239

ies were crowded, the functions were missing, and
the pollution was severe. As an effective ‘Antidote!
and the ‘Green Lung’ of the city, parks appeared.
This was the earliest birth of urban parks. Recent-
ly, China's urban society has been transformed;
people's spiritual and cultural needs have gradu-
ally increased; and more attention has been paid
to green space and health. The greatest value of
Park City developing is to improve the city's living
value. For urban development, the construction of
the old city and the new district should be treated
differently. The following two points also should
be noted:

First, the frame of a new district’s construction
should be given at the planning stage. The old
center needs to demolish the wall based on the
existing natural system, release the public space
as much as possible, enrich the quality of the open
space, and improve the efficiency and happiness of
the residents.

Second, improve the quality of the river and water-
front area, add the concept of Ecological Corridor,
and fulfil the ecological function. The wild erness
has an irreplaceable influence on human spirit and
health, which has been proved internationally, and
it is also the fundamental difference between the
Garden Corridor and the Ecological Corridor. In
recent years, Chengdu has been building the ‘Green
Way’, but it biased towards artificial greening.
For example, the project widening greening on
both sides of the Suzhou Creek in Shanghai. It is
just a kind of beautification of urban landscape,
relatively close to nature, but has not yet played
an ecological role. Moreover, there is a specific
spatial structure on the riversides are very accus-
tomed to, where we plan green belts, main roads
and multiple-layersresidential buildingsin a close-
to distance order. People need to go through wide
urban roads to reach the waterfront space, which
isagreat destruction and waste of the river space.
This sort of situation is very typical in Taiyuan.
When you look from the air, two over-100-meters

green belts on both sides of the river are splendid,

but it is too far away from the citizens daily life
yet inconvenient. On the contrary, there are many
foreign cities arranged cultural and public facili-
tiesin the waterfront space, which is closely tied to
peopl€'slife and worth learning.

The wilderness of natural rivers is an essential
indicator of Park City. The Ecological Corridor
underlines the natural ness, wilderness and ecology
of the waterfront space. It focuses on the natural
harmony of visual sense rather than simply broad-
en the hardening or landscaping. The scenery
of the rural in Chengdu is astonishing, and the
mountains and rivers are magnificent. However,
according to the concept of the Green Way, they
may build a 50-meter green tree belt, which will
inevitably obstruct the scene of the mountains and
rivers in the distance, causing damage to the land-
scape. Landscape belt around the Chaohu Lake,
is the most prominent problem in this plan. The
lakeside scenery supposes to be beautiful, but after
the construction of the greenway, tall trees will
enclose the lake and block the sight, and it will
also eliminate the atmospheres on the lakeshore.
Raising the greenery but destroying the scenery
with no measurable effect achieved. It is clearly

the wrong approach.

THE LIFE VALUE OF LONGQUAN MOUN-
TAIN

In 2017, Chengdu proposed the ‘ Ten Words Policy’
for its spatial development, including ‘extend the
east, develop the south, control the west, improve
the north, and maintain the middle. After that, the
government announced a white paper on industrial
development, and the urban spatial pattern of ‘one
mountain with two wings was formed. From then
on, Urban development started to extend eastward,
cross the Longquan Mountain, enter the ‘ City Cen-
ter + Eastern New District’ twin citiesera
According to the plan, by the end of next year, the
Longquan Mountain Urban Forest Park will be
initially built to create a world-class urban green

core and an international urban living room. In

The Development Stage of American Parks And The Characteristics of Community Parksat Various Stages

Period Development Stage of Urban Park Development Characteristics of Community Park
1850s~1900s The Pleasure Ground Most of them were spacious and decorative and served the surrounding residential area.
1900s~1930s The Reform Park Became the place for the citizen to social and entertaining. The design of parks changed from

1930s~1965s The Recreation Facility

1965 to present The Open System

art priority to function priority.

of park design.

Community-scale interactions began to prevail; The scale of new parks was reduced due to
government fiscal austerity; Multi-functional recreation facilities were promoted; But functional

ly superior, low-cost design and conservativeness of new materials also led to the standardization

Minimized development, flexible site selection and free form of the design were incorporated into
the networked urban park system; The public began to participate in the construction of commu

nity parks and began to pay attention to the individual needs of children and young adults.

this new spatial pattern, the Longquan Mountain
isno longer the ecological barrier, but will become
the urban green core, which means that Chengdu
will change from the hyperbolic structure of ‘two
mountains surrounding one city’ to the elliptical
pattern of ‘one mountain with two wings. Posi-
tioned as the 'Green Core€, it aims to be the city
center, associating with urban public facilities,
with convenient traffic accessibility.

Wilderness and original ecology are the beauty
of nature. Compared to the Mississippi River in
the United States, China's rivers are usually artifi-
cially modified when they run through the cities,
which makes them lack of naturalness. Riverside
landscape, with low visual quality, is short of wil-
derness and cannot play an objective role in pro-
moting spiritual production. In the 1960s, the Con-
gress of America clearly stated that all buildings
within the national territory must be evaluated for
landscapes, including color, view, and protection
palicies, all of which must be demonstrated in ad-
vance. Therefore, highwaysin the U.S. are blended
with the surrounding environment. When people
drive along the roads, they could enjoy a panoram-
ic view of the local landscape. Chengdu has some
unique ‘forest tribes in its rural, where farmhous-
es organically integrate with the surroundings, in-
cluding natural arbors, bamboo forests, rivers and
cultivated lands, like the Wonderland. It should
draw on the experience of American, pay more
attention to the integrity of the regional landscape
and make it possible to show the entire view along
the highway.

ESTABLISH THE PARK SYSTEM

The scientific significance of Park City is that it is

an advanced stage of the Ecological Garden City.
The Park City emphasizes the simultaneous devel-
opment of society, economy and culture but also
the material production of space. At the sametime,
the spiritual and healthy output is also in progress.
It pursuits the full benefits of public space, syn-
chronizing the mental requirements of people and
the need to create wealth for the society. The spe-
cific construction demands to be considered from
the following four perspectives:

First, establish a regional ecological security
system, including national parks, nature reserves,
various scenic spots and wetland parks.

Second, combine the regional park system with
the urban structure. ‘People-oriented’ to expand
employment and reduce commuting distance.
Drawing on Singapore's ‘people-oriented’ experi-
ence, adjust the urban arrangement and the related
industry group layout so that the mgjority of the
residents of each group will be employed in their
group. Chengdu can seize the opportunity of plan-
ning for the new district to implement group-style
development. The green isolation belt between city
groups is not real greening, but a park system that
combines leisure, recreation and various sports
and cultural activities.

Third, organize the park system and complete the
park type structure. Relying on and continuing
the original park system, including mixed parks,
specific parks, community parks, etc., to meet the
demands of all levels of the citizens. At present,
the park green space indicators in Chengdu have
reached the standard, but the type is still single,
and the structure of the park system also needs to
be completed. Therefore, we can start from two as-

pects: on the one hand, we can build more specific

parks, such as children's parks and sports parks; on
the other hand, we can diversify the functions of
the parks and introduce relevant sports facilities to
them. The simple use of greening and rewarding
can no longer meet the needs of modern people for
parks. Under the current economic development
and living condition, the park has been placed as
anew society public life center. Increasing sports
venues and facilities has become an efficient way
to create a healthy city.

Fourth, deepen the park complex -- create park-
based functional area. Promote the unification of
spiritual, cultural, healthy production and material
production in each functional area. The prominent
feature of the park-based functional area is the
multi-faceted organic integration of not only the
natural system and the physical space system but
also ecological power and technological power. It
promotes innovation and development of function-
al areas. Multi-dimensional public activity space,
building density, green viewing rate, accessibility,
walking efficiency and recreation are the critical
indicators for measuring the park-based degree of

afunctional area.

FOCUS ON THE VALUE OF ECOLOGICAL
SPACE

Ecological space is the foundation of urban devel-
opment, and it is vital to regulating human-land
relations and social relations. Park City is asignif-
icant factor for the implementation of ecological
civilization and the goal of all cities' development.
In each city, the characteristics of the landscape
may be different, and the construction indicators
of the Park City may not be necessarily the same,
but the basic framework of the Park City building
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is consistent with its core ideas. The core concept
of the design is ecology, style, mindset and form,
called ‘four states in on€’, which means that we
should focus on the materials production as well as
the mental health needs of people engaged in the
production. Giving them a sense of belonging and
accomplishment, can play arole in managing their
mind. The focus of ‘four states in one’ is to finally
implement ecology, cultural state and the mental
state into the spatial form. The mental state men-
tioned above means the needs and behavior

traits of people, which the design of Park City
should value. The Park City theoretically indicates
the time and space synchronization of material
production, spiritual production, cultural produc-
tion and healthy production, which refers to ‘four
productionsin one’.

‘Four states in on€ and ‘four productions in on€
will make a spatial system for the city, maximize
the intensive use of urban space, organize the
functions of the city and the industrial chain group
with the park as the center and form a comprehen-
sive park integrating production and life. The fu-
ture city should be a collection of park complexes.

The top three cities in the ranking of various types

of livable citiesin the world all have the concept of

the park complex. The core value of this concept
isto take peopl€'s needs as the starting point while
satisfying the time and space unity of human ma-
terial production and spiritual production. In the
production process, people can gain the benefit of
the natural state to the mental state and improve
their health. For example, Tencent's headquarter
of building in Shenzhen, has a garden-like envi-
ronment, being equipped with a variety of leisure
and health facilities, which can help employees to
relieve stress and adjust mood.

Planning the use of land by the park and gathering
derivative industries have become a type of region
with particular functions. This strategy is common
in some foreign countries but not in China. Shang-
hai's Gucun Park is relatively close, but it only
has driven real estate without deriving high-tech,
research and development industries. Park City
emphasizes the mutual penetration of the park
system and the urban functional system. It makes
the whole city form an organic natural system
and merges material production with spiritual de-
mands.

The development of parks abroad has entered the
third generation: the first generation is Antidote,
the second generation is the Park System, the third

generation is Park Complex. Park system and ur-
ban functions are combined to make an organic
system, and cultural function, mental function,
health function and material production functions
are united, even the usual pedestrian zone is an
organic extension of the park system. For the con-
struction of the Park City in Chengdu, the most im-
portant thing is to innovate mind, and the concept
and theory of urban space also should be changed.
A piece of land does not surround the park. When
social and economic development reaches a new
stage, people will pay more attention to health and
green. The demands of people drive the construc-
tion of Park City, and the government should take
advantage of it. The commonly used strategy is to
encourage low-carbon travel and increase walk-
ing space. However, this plan is still too limited.
The streets in Chengdu are still relatively narrow,
and are often smoggy. Moreover, the efficiency
of walking also may not be good enough for the
citizens' health. Thus, the city's walking system
must be improved. However, a healthy city must
be a huge system interpenetrated with the natural
ecosystem. @
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