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PLANNING RURAL SPACES AND CREATING
AN ORGANIC SYMBIOSIS OF COUNTRYSIDE
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Text/KUANG Xiaoming[Chief Editor of Urban China]
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Self-Salvation of Urban and Planning in Vast Rural

Text/ KUANG Xiaoming[Chief Editor of Urban China] + ZHAO Min

Rural seems far away from urban problems, nor is
it amagazine about urban society and culture ‘need
to’ focus on the category. However, the rural is a
mirror of the urban. It may show the city's prede-
cessor and threats. For the middle-income groups
in Chinese cities, the ‘predecessor’ is frightening,
otherwise there will be no ‘escape from Beijing,
Shanghai and Guangzhou' and after ‘the fled
back’. Asthe city's threats, they have never seen or
subjectively ignored, the social, cultural and gov-
ernance shrinking. When those phenomena feeds
back to the city, it isavariety of pious segregation,
street violence, group bullying, the so-called
‘stranger society’ behind locks.

People are dissatisfied with the city, viewing the
village as an acquaintance society, a self-sufficient
agricultural economy, and a resistance to the city
represented by the market. On one side ‘strictly
limit the population of large cities, ‘clean up low-
end industry’, on the other hand the ‘nostalgic
economy’, ‘rural complex/ HOPSCA', for increas-
ingly scarce projects, urban planning isincreasing-
ly endorsed by the urban middle class.

Market and economy becomes more and more
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important in human life. With the development
of modern transportation and communication
technology, the traditional geographical time and
space are compressed. The relatively independent
and complete geographical units such as countries,
regions and places are increasingly affected by
external forces. New Marxist economic geogra-
phers believe that at the global scale, the dominant
organizational space will be free to flow, and the
traditional local space organization will succumb
to this dominant mobility, forming a global net-
work of lost or convergence, and then determine
its development opportunities. This is also the
previous round of ‘rural construction’ participants
all the time ‘holding the banner of anti-banner’,
consciously or unconsciously involved in the city
capital and social network spillover.

However, even if urban planners cannot avoid the
shackles of their own urban middle-class back-
ground, we can also proceed from it and reflect on
the country's urban-rural relations and economic
geography changes, to the village as a mirror,
answering a question ‘How we should start the
‘self-salvation' of the urban, and the profession of

urban planning, from the vast rural area. ‘Think-
ing about the market, | am afraid that after all, we
will return to the questions what we are, what we
want, and why, those basic problems. Although it
is not perfect, human beings may still need some
kind of prison, identity, value and conflict firstly
happening in asmall geographical unit or agroup.
The innovative intervene will happen firstly on the
construction of local market, and to fix urban capi-
tal flows.

The structure of thisissueis dightly different from
the UC tradition. Debating is the main expression
throughout this issue. After the main texts, three
1970s~1980s born practitioners, one architect with
some anthropological inspirations, observed a
small towns in the big city of this group; the other
architect has an economics background, showing
spatial-tempo fix in northern plain of China; the
last geographical researcher have chosen to ‘be-
come a capable person in the hometown', experi-
menting an urban way of re-tying a rural commu-
nity and linking the village up with amega city.
Economic-geographical diversity is an important
reason for their differences in practice. Starting
from ‘what’, the following are ‘why’ and ‘how’. Is
our so-called phenomenon not out of the barriers
of recognition? Is our ideal and research not self-
talking? Why Professor Li Jingsheng will hold res-
ervations on spatial fix, and Li Changping has an
optimistic attitude? For all levels of government,
how their ‘beautiful village' strategy tying in with
economic policy, shifting focus from physical
construction to service industry and the founding
of local market? Since the change of the villagers
isthe main planning stakeholder, why ‘city peopl€
also need to explore the preservation and transfor-
mation of rural heritage? Based on anthropology,
when we discuss the ‘rural cultural landscape’,
what different vision we should bear?

Introspection of Urban-Rural Relationship from a Rural-Subjective Vision

Text/ CUI Gonghao Edit/ DING Xinyi[UCRC] + ZHAO Min

Rural isakind of socio-economic form, human space,
and a social change displayer. In the past, China has
long regarded rural area as the supplier of labor and
agricultural products from the perspective of urban
elites Rural is viewed representing a backward pro-
duction and way of life, that the farmers are ignorant,
the overall living environment is loose. From the late
1990s to the 21t century, in the rapid development of

0791#.indd 168

urbanization period, although rural enterprises develop
in parallél with opening to foreign investment, in gen-
eral, the village has become the supply of land resourc-
es. Now we have transformed the understanding of the
village from the supplier of labor and land to aliving
and leisure ‘complex, a place of ecological security, a
cultural resource gathering place. ‘Innovative urban-

ization’ is the current reflection on the understanding

of urbanization, whereas ‘beattiful village isin the
new stage of social development to re-examine the
rural problem. Today we discuss the rural problems as
the villagers being the development of the body, to a
rehabilitation aim.

Introspection on I ncremental M oder nization
Chinas urban planning after Liberation has several

2017/7/15 F/F6:45
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very important features. First, the purpose of planning
has been to grow, rapid growth, there is no discusson
of shrinking. Infact city cannot grow forever. The city
like an organism, has its own path of development,
prosperity, stability, decline, and then revive, but the
past planning ideas ignore the regularity of urban
development. Second, the urban planning in practice
emphasizes a top-down form. In the communist
era, planning in accordance with the intention of the
government to carry out the project to the main, is
rigid, elite, blue-print style, without respecting and
understanding of the market, only from preparation
of non-research implementation. Blindly expand the
land area, population, but in the end isthere ademand?
Third, in the past people only know investment, land
development and destruction of the environment, and
thereisalack of attention to ecological issues.

Modernization is an important stage of social devel-
opment, and its manifestations are various in differ-
ent periods. After the Reform and Opening-up, when
the urban elite went abroad seeing high-rise build-
ings, that is, ‘modernization’ had a misunderstanding.
Modernization is not equal to high-rise buildings.
With advanced ideas, science and technology to
transform production and living, or create anew type
of production and living environment is also modern.
Urban development is a cycle from peopl€'s under-
standing to the material environment. First, people
from the village into the city, and later found that the
city isnot agood living environment, then back to the
village. Second, people think that high-rise buildings
are modern, construction from low to high, when
recognizing the high-rise buildings have many short-
comings, found that the low floor is a comfortable
placetolive. Third, in the past the city asareinforced
concrete built environment, alarge number of vegeta-
tion and water all converted into reinforced concrete,
however today people think that the environment is
so important, to work isto live better. Fourth, in the
past that the bigger the better, the greater the more
beautiful, but later People found that big cities have
too many problems, then ‘small isbeautiful’.

Today, people have recognized the market economy
and the contradiction between the traditional plan-
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ning began to sharpen. Planning no matter urban
or rural has been recognized as based on human
development for the purpose of human needs as the
center, emphasizing the nature of human life. Rural
areas most in need of transportation, environmental
improvement, convenient medical and health condi-
tions and educational resources do not require high-
rise buildings. For China, rural construction is a
process, first of all, infrastructures, public services,
education, medical modernization, which is the key
to rural modernization.

A Vision of Productivity on Urban-Rural Rela-
tionship

Village is a form of economic organization, it is
impossible not to produce, nor can it be a passive
resource provider. There is no economic base that
cannot support the huge rural space and population.
In the state of small-scale feudal economy, the
village planning should take into account the cul-
tivation radius and the farming distance. Farmland
should be in the vicinity of the village. At present
the village has to a comprehensive economy, from
agriculture to industry, but not all villages have to
engage in production. Now the development of the
characteristic industry in the countryside should
also be related to the natural resources, culture
and handicraft. But they are a combination of rural

forms of residence, not to support the rural econom-
ic development. They are a special display to en-
hance the composite Local market competitiveness.
The town should be the rural economy, administra-
tion and service center.

Urbanization is characterized by population ag-
glomeration with the use of modern means of trans-
port, transport networks and facilities. People can
work in town and return to rural for living. It can
be a day commute or a weekend commute. Urban
and rural population can flow freely, it is real ‘urban
and rural integrated development’. But now a lot of
counties and towns cannot provide enough jobs, but
thisthinking is still useful under the help of science
and technology for a good economic form. Another
important path of development is to improve agri-
cultural production efficiency.

There is also a question that can be discussed in
particular, that is, how the city capital spreading
into the rural. Now alot of urban capital, including
some developers, architects, from the perspective
of the revival of rural development in rural areas
of tourism. This approach has a big problem, first
of all these investors to update the purpose of rural
areasin order to make money instead of rural trans-
formation, and even the village people are rushed to
other places. Thisis not a sustainable way to revive
the ability of rural capital or productivity. We love
the rural because of the local environment, the hu-
manities, customs, and someintangible heritage. We
are to experience how they will inherit these with
the social development, but once the villagers move
away, living simply material spaces for consumer-
ism, there will be no consumer at all.

We should care about the differences between urban
and rural economic geography, concerned about their
resources, the environment and advantages, but to the
concept of fair and equal value to treat them, to local
conditions, ‘Beautiful Village and rural moderniza-
tion are an ongoing process of development, not a
sporting policy, and the construction is finished. The
modernization of the past and today's modern content
isdifferent, to keep pace with thetimes.
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FROM SCIENTIFIC UNDERSTANDING TO NON-INTERFERENCE

RURAL PLANNING

INTERVIEW WITH LI JINGSHENG, PROFESSOR OF SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE AND URBAN PLANNING, TONGJI UNIVERSITY

Interview+Edit/ DING Xinyi[lUCRC]

China's urban planning disciplines have just
started, its development and social development
closely linked from the large area of land leasing
the development of real estate, to solve the urgent
housing, work problems, to the present ‘ people-ori-
ented’, emphasizing the value of labor. Under this
transformational condition, urban community
planning and rural planning is no essential differ-
ence. However, the rural planning is mainly aimed
at the community autonomy of the ‘acquaintance
society’, and the urban community planning is the
autonomy of the ‘stranger society’. Rural planning
eventually implemented in the project, but not a
purely engineering problem, the overall process
of discussion more emphasis on sociology. On the
perspective of science and research, the important
purpose of rural planning is to promote the devel-
opment of urban planning. If the rural experience
is extended to the urban community, the transition
from the bottom up to the planning level can be
combined with the systematic ‘hardcore planning
of the town above the top level and the bottom-up
community ‘soft’ planning. The study of rural
planning can solve many problems in the current
urban planning, not to bind the unemployed peas-
ants to the land, and to ‘rush’ the rural surplus
labor forceto the rural areas.

Q: Many young ar chitects and urban planners
take village for granted that ‘since ancient
times it is self-sufficient and isolated’, in resis-
tance to commercialization, modernization, but
also on the city has ‘enlightenment’ role. How-
ever, in fact, both ancient and modern, as long
asthehandicraft industry and agricultural sep-
aration, whether it is self-generated industrial
agglomeration or through colonialism from the
city down, China's rural areas is always indus-
trial-existed no matter with or without, internal
or external reasons, and even had reached a
peak in the 1920s. However, why did industri-
alization not bring about moder nization and
the emergence of the local market, but let the
countryside once again become a ‘deprivation’
of the predatory object, and let the city people
mistakenly believe that the countrysideis‘fridge
of traditional culture’?

A: Chinese villages do have been bearing industry.
the village has been the economic development,
and the village has been the history of the past
period of industrial development. Even after the
Liberation, from the 1950s onwards, the people's
commune in the village organized large factories
and rural enterprisesin the village. But because of

170
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the planned economic structure, the raw materials
are the national configuration, rural enterprises
are not within the plan, labor and personnel are
not standardized, and finally there have been some
mess. Rural enterprises are not national official
employees, are farmers spontaneously organized,
but has been sustained, to the time of the Cultural
Revolution reached a peak.

In the 1980s, the rural industry revived. An import-
ant reason was that the market economy began to
be implemented. At the same time, the township
industry encountered an opportunity that many
enterprises in the city began to die. The biggest
problem of urban state-owned enterprises is the
communist-heritage plan is very strong, all the work
of the upstream and downstream products to be a
manufacturer to complete, such as cigarette factory,
in addition to the production of cigarettes, packag-
ing, printing, design, etc. are all done by one place.
In fact of market economy, they can be and should
be separated. At the same time, the household reg-
istration system locked rural labors in countryside.
Urban factory tried to release some parts of the
product chain for lower cost, whereas there were
cheap labors in rural, unemployed. Deal. Urban
skillful workers could also be amateur part-time ru-
ral enterprise engineers, such as ‘ Sunday engineers
in the Yangtze River Delta. By the beginning of the
1990s, township and village enterprises had reached
25% of Chinas national GDP.

After 1992, there have been special economic zones
and a large number of foreign enterprises, while
many cities in the city began to transition restruc-
turing, accompanied by the release of the household
registration system, people have poured into the big
cities to find more, more upstream opportunities,
township enterprises seem backward. Not only in-
dustry haslost its appeal, living environment is also
very poor. Even if the rural development in many
places is very good, farmers make a lot of money,
but the town construction, housing level, quality of
life, living environment or behind the local level of
industrialization. This is now the problem encoun-
tered, so put forward the ‘Beautiful Village palicy,
in fact, earlier ‘Innovative Urbanization' is also to
improve the quality of rural living environment in
the context of the proposed. The purpose is to build
the rural environment, to attract more people in
small towns, rural areas, to reduce the outflow, to
control the unlimited expansion of large cities. One
of the ideas from the 1950s began to do, has been
doing, and the practice to change so far today.

Q: What is your basis for the prevailing view of

the ‘urban exploitation of the countryside’ and

the rural development strategy that it triggers?
A: First of al, we have just arrived at the begin-
ning of the ‘industry nurturing agriculture’, not
yet reach a steady situation. Rural areas can never
keep up with the development of the city, thisis a
common problem, countries have such an experi-
ence, developed countries also exist such a prob-
lem. This is the problem of urban industrial and
rural agricultural production efficiency gap.
Agriculture is the foundation and the fate of the
nation. Previously the income tax was the leg-
acy of the feudal system. Because the past are
farmers, urbanization rate of only 1%. The city is
‘government compound’, a variety of management
agencies, commercial and industrial ratio is very
low, outside the city are farmers, the output value
is agriculture. The government protects the safety
of the peasants and allows the farmers to live and
work in peace. Europe from the late medieval to
the industrial revolution, industry, commerce, fi-
nance made a ot of money, but also to the farmers
to collect taxes is unreasonable, so many countries
later abolished the agricultural tax. For the pres-
ent developed countries, there is no ‘agricultural
tax’ concept, but through a variety of such relief
and agricultural products, agricultural resources,
agricultural production subsidies to promote the
development of agriculture, improve the farmers
income.

Secondly, many people who have raised questions
do not understand the existing agricultural poli-
cies, such as‘1.8 billion red lines, so that they can-
not understand many market rationalities. The first
kind of farmer income comes from agriculture; the
second farmer does other work besides agricultur-
al production, but the agricultural income is bigger
than other income; the third kind of farmer other
income is bigger than the agricultural income, but
only aslong asthework is agriculture, Isthe farm-
er. In fact, the practice of farmers in China can be
so divided, so when doing rural planning, we must
understand the village's income source is what.
The state has farmland agricultural production
indicators of the task assigned to each village col-
lective. The so-called family production respon-
sibility system is that it is assigned to the family,
some in the squad, some in the village group, some
in the village, in short, to complete the farmland
indicators, so can not engage in agriculture. The
peasant individual is equivalent to contracting the
country's land in the form of collective elements,
and it is not enough to waste the state land. When
it comes to the city, many experts will think that
developers or investors eyeing the land of rural ar-
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eas, to see the rural industry, to enclosure to do the
industry, and then there is the issue of exploitation.
This is possible, so the countryside needs to be
planned and managed.

Q: When the planner put aside the ‘city people’
identity, how should they involve in rural devel-
opment?

A: Chinais now in the transitional stage of urban-
ization. A large number of people are out of rural
areas, have rural complex, are directly linked with
the rural areas. This kind of social capital will
make the countryside more open and the infor-
mation that rural can receive. There is a network,
a mobile phone, the information is Unicom. In
this open society, the idea of the farmers more
progress, as long as they can correctly guide or
communicate well, all aspects of urban and rural
resources can be integrated. In other words, the
land of rural areas is not only the living environ-
ment of farmers, but also part of the city's human
settlements. The rural environment is also the
city's environment, nostalgia is the city's spiritual
home, the city is actually one. So there is some-
thing between the urban and rural can say.

But the countryside is not only private property, but
also cultural value, social value and other value.
Farmers are the main body, certainly to consider
the interests of farmers, but some resources are
common to humans. For example, why is the World
Bank willing to allocate alot of money to Guizhou?
The countryside is now open, and some are poor,

and there are opportunities for development. Last
year in the Ministry of Construction engaged in
beautiful villages, | was the judges, is also the head
of the assessment of the beautiful countryside,
mainly not to say that its planning is good, but about
its value. The second question is its predicament
and the funds encountered, land indicators, markets,
talent issues, ask questions after the budget, to see
how many countries need subsidies. Now the rural
development of resources is not only their own de-
posit of multiple land, but also can convene social
capital, through his social network to expand rural
development information, and then to fight for mon-

ey, technology, talent to help.

Q: How do we mobilize famers’ willingness to
participate in rural planning?

A: planning is the process of distribution of ben-
efits. Now the important point of rural planning
is the villagers to participate, but in what way to
participate, you need to study, need to design a
set of processes. Villagers participating in an ac-
tive project is about how to put the property into
the development of resources. Not involved, his
interests are likely to be cut off by others, so he
must be concerned about. | now do a few planning,
are farmers commissioned by the initiative. In
the specific practice, I designed the participation
process are not the same. The first time the gov-
ernment paid, | talked about organizing the village
people to participate. After the participation we
find a problem, that is, leaders, experts, and the
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A typical
understand why farmlahdssand road are far from the river body in hilly area and alluvia fan, and
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villagers sit together, the villagers did not speak.
This requires the design of a set of methods of
participation, otherwise the village can not find the
problem. First clear that the village has any prob-
lems, we first discuss the purpose of a direction, to
solve any problems. Without this problem solving,
drawing is blind. And then follow the point of the
problem, the implementation of the map, to discuss
how to achieve their goal of the development of
the village. On the norms, the provisions of the
state, these things we are more clear, the villagers
are not clear. But the soft part, we need to learn,
to understand, to organize, to service, and then to
extract, and finally how reflect in the hardware.
The method is simple, but different. No experience
do not know to ask what, but also asked not come
out. There is not much use of the questionnairesin
the countryside. They will think that you are doing
things with the government. And even feel that fill
the volume spent time, delay the effort to make
money. Interviews may be better, but the interview
isalso purposeful, but also to design. No experience
can not have ideas, this is the characteristics of
planning. Generally need 10 to 20 years of temper,
so the city planning people are social workers. The
process of the game can solve their own people,
planners do not need to intervene. Everyone is a
planner, they do not participate because they do not
have to mobilize, they do not know what the planner
is doing. In this case the formation of the project
planning is more real, really with the development
of farmers, with the outside world islinked.
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style of rural landscape design. Designers of urban background cannot
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