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Integrated Development of Transportation Urbanization and
Industrialization Changes Riverside Cities

Text / KUANG Xiaoming [Chief Editor of Urban China)

A Typical Image of Yangtze River's Middle and Upper Stream. This is Yichang, the mouth of the Three Gorges. (Photographer / LI Ming)

Three Waves of Development

During the early days of the Reform and
Opening up Policy, the Pearl River Delta led

by Guangdong Province rose quickly. Some
provinces and cities on the upper-middle
reaches of Yangtze River chose the Pearl River
estuary or Beibu Gulf as ports to ship goods
overseas. The labor market and the commodity
market had been significantly influenced by the
south. In consequence, Yangtze Valley as an
integrated valley economy had been influenced
and partitioned by other regional sections.

The interactive system among the provinces
and cities on the upper and middle reaches of
Yangtze River and those of the lower reaches of
Yangtze River had not been formed.

During 1980s and 1990s, Yangtze River
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was proposed the “T” form integral spatial
structure strategy which specified the coastal
line as the strategic axis and the Yangtze River
as the main axis. The ‘team leader’ of the lower
reaches was Shanghai. The ‘team leader’ of

the middle reaches was Wuhan and that of the
upper reaches was Chongqing. The Fourteenth
National Congress of CPC in 1992 also proposed
to take Pudong as the leading project and develop
Shanghai into a global economic, financial and
trade center to drive the economy of Yangtze
River Delta and the coastal areas. However,

due to various reasons, the implementation of
the strategy was not coherent enough. Later it
had been replaced by regional strategies that
emerged one after another such as Development
of the West and the Rise of Central China. Till

mid 1990s, the regional economic development
focused on Yangtze Valley had almost faded out
of the view of people.

In 2013, National Development and Reform
Commission compiled and issued the ‘Guiding
Opinion on Promoting the Transition of Yangtze
Delta Economic Belt” which reforged Yangtze
Economic Belt from six aspects: integrated
traffic, industrial transformation, new
urbanization, opening up, ecological corridors
and coordination mechanism. The strategy relied
on the three urban agglomerations of Yangtze
River Delta, the middle reaches of Yangtze River
and Chengdu and Chongqing, aimed to expand
the three shipping centers of Shanghai, Wuhan
and Chongqing, to promote the development of

the hinder land and promote the opening up

of Shanghai and Yunnan to expand the most
important space of growth of the future of our
country. In September, 2014, The State Council
planned to develop Yangtze River Economic
Belt into an inland economic belt with global
influence, a coordinating development belt
between the east, the middle and the west, an
internal and external opening up riverside zone
and a pioneering paradigm zone of ecological
civilization development. In 2015, a government
work report proposed to fasten the construction
of ‘Yangtze River Economic Belt’, promote major
projects such as the Three Gorges Integral
Transportation System and improve Yangtze
River’s function as the golden watercourse.

The goal of the new round of Yangtze River
Basin development is to improve the integral
transportation system, promote industrial
transition and layout optimization, improve the
quality and effectiveness of urban and ecological
development, and reinforce the innovation of
communicative and coordinative system. One
characteristic of riverside economic development
is the construction and urbanization of the
riverside urban agglomeration, enhancing
metroplitan zones. Another characteristic
is to lower down logistic cost and to develop
relevant industries. Such measurements will
exert significant influence on the development
of the hinder land of domestic production and
distribution. They will also provide firm and
reliable foundation for the outward extension of
Chinese capital represented by ‘One Belt And
One Road’.

Comparison of Various Developing Strategies
If we place the strategy of Yangtze Economic Belt
in a larger scale of time and spacial span, we
will find that it has been influenced to a certain
extent by European transportation strategic
planning. Thanks to the well-developed network
of canals constructed during the Industrial
Revolution, and the long and twisted coastal
line, the recent EU transportation integration
plan tries to decrease road transport and
implement it by railway transportation, inland
waterway shipping and coastal shipping to
reduce pollution in long-distance transportation.

Such a strategy coincides with China’s promotion

of water transport and the ideal of ‘green, great
traffic volume’. However, its attitudes toward
transportation efficiency and construction cost
are more practical. Mississippi River, which
is admired by many Chinese scholars, takes
an opposite strategy. Instead of digging deep
river course to enable seagoing vessels to
enter into rivers, it meets trick with trick by
organizing barges into groups, like in railway
transportation to supplement land transportation
which experienced rapid development due to
the prosperity of express delivery industry. The
difference between two strategies calls for deep
thought.

Moreover, there exist conflicts of interest
or industries among riverside cities of the
upper and lower reaches. It is not an exclusive
problem. All major rivers in the world share the
same dilemma. In the ages without macroscopic
coordination, the conflicts of interest between
the upper and lower regions could even trigger
wars. Learning from history, can we predict how
Yangtze River Economic Belt will coordinate the
differed interests and requirements among the
upper and lower reaches?

This issue took some riverside cities along
Yangtze River as examples and analyzed
the various development history in different
geographical environments, and tried to sum

up in a few ways and attitudes of the cities

that ‘rely on water for a living’, as well as the

e

railway in China. (Photographer / LI Ming)

Inland water transportation is to be developed. Now its capabilit

opportunities and challenges brought by the
integral development of several transportation
methods to urban transition. Yibin, ‘the first city
on Yangtze River’ will become the channel of the
Chengdu-Chongqing economic zone to output
capital and mobilize the development of former
revolutionary base areas. With a tradition of
opening port in the 19th century, Chongging
focuses on financial industry. Yichang devotes
itself to reducing the effect of the bottleneck of
the Three Gorges and increasing transportation
volume and efficiency through water-land-water
transportation. Located on Hanjiang River,

the tributary of Yangtze River, Xiangyang is
surrounded by several provincial capitals. Its
resources were drained during a time when
neighboring provinces competed maliciously
and focused exclusively on regional production.
However, the city will once again become a trade
hub in an age of highly developed commodity
economy and trade. Provinces in the middle
reaches represented by Jiangxi Province are
faced with the problem of lacking driving

force for development. On the contrary, after

‘a sleep of ten years, Yangzhou unexpectedly
‘turned its back to Yangtze River’ and chose

an unconventional way of development. The
decisions of these cites, especially second-tier
and third-tier cities, will once again profoundly
change the economic geography of the riverside

region along Yangtze River.@
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